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Welcome to a New School Year! 
Dr. Ann Jackson 

 #thejaspervikingway 
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T.R. Simmons is off to a great start! Our 
school year kicked off with help from 
several community partners. ReMax 
helped to prepare our reading curriculum 
materials for our teachers. Woodland 
Trace Church of Christ assisted for the 
first week of carline by handing out 
waters and sweet treats. We were also 
excited to see volunteers from The Leaf 
and Petal and Desperation Church on our 
kindergarten students’ first full day. They 
presented parents with roses and a bag of 
candy to help make the goodbyes a little 
easier. We are grateful for the school 
supplies that were donated to our school 
from Pinnacle Bank and Byars Realty. 
Our Little Vikes have been excited each 
day as they were coming in to school. We 
are getting our best school clothes ready 
for picture day on Thursday, August 29. 
September will bring several 
opportunities for our families to visit our 
school. Grandparents Day will be 
celebrated on Friday, September 6 at 1 
PM for first grade, and on Monday, 
September 9 for kindergarten. We would 
also like to extend an invitation to our 
Parent Title 1 meeting on Tuesday, 
September 10. Look for upcoming dates 
for curriculum nights for first grade and 
kindergarten. This will give parents an 
opportunity to see what academic 
expectations are for each grade level. 

Get involved in our Parent Involvement 
Team (PIT). The first meeting is 
Tuesday, August 20th at 9 AM in the 
school library. -Meagan Fields, Principal 

 

Welcome to a new school year!  
As we enter into a new school year, I am excited about the many 
opportunities that lie ahead. We continue to build a strong foundation 
based on great teachers and staff, a supportive Board and District staff, 
and an engaged community. With the strong foundation that we have 
built, we continue to shape our District to exemplify excellence in all we 
do, every day. Our overarching theme, Future Focused and Tradition 
Rich, is exhibited daily in the endeavors of our teachers, staff, 
administration, and students.  

We should all be proud of the many accomplishments the Jasper City 
School System has achieved. The class of 2019 had a graduation rate of 
93.40%.  The Public Affairs Research Council of Alabama reported that 
the Jasper City School System was one of the top five systems in the state 
who showed the greatest improvement on the ACT average composite 
score when comparing the 2015 and 2018 scores. The 2019 average ACT 
composite for 11th grade students was 18.1. We have approximately 600 
students involved in the Career Technical Education program. Over100 
students were enrolled in dual enrollment courses last school year.  

With our outstanding staff, each bringing their attitude of excellence 
every day, we can continue to provide an education that is second to 
none.  We depend on all stakeholder; community members, families, 
faculty members, and students to work together to help every student 
succeed. 

 -Dr. Ann Jackson                            #thejaspervikingway 
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JCS Schools 
– Making a 
Difference!  

Families Matter - Relationships Matter!  

Maddox Intermediate School 

Jasper City Schools hosted its 
first annual ESL Summer 

Camp with a focus in STEAM 
at Maddox Intermediate. The 
camp hosted more than fifty 

students in grades Kindergarten through 8th. The 
students participated in cross curricular activities 

investigating the topics of solids, liquids, and gases. 
The students created chemical reactions and art 

work using the three states of matter.                         
–Marc Sargent, Principal 

 

 Memorial Park School students were welcomed 
back with a circus-themed school. The hallways, 
bulletin boards, and classrooms came to life with 
vibrant colors and circus animals galore. Teachers 
worked countless hours preparing the school for 
The Greatest School Year on Earth! We are excited 
about the year and ready to see the academic 
growth that each student will make this year! 

We wanted to let you know that MPS students and 
staff will be participating in a positive behavior 
system this year. As students come home, you may 
hear them talk about being a part of one of the 
following crews: Yellow Crew, Blue Crew, Red 
Crew, Green Crew, Purple Crew, Orange Crew. 
This is a way that our staff can promote attendance 
and positive behavior with our students. We will 
have a winning crew for each academic quarter. 

We want to invite parents and families to be 
involved at Memorial Park. Anytime that we hold 
events at the school, we love for our stakeholders to 
take an active role in these events. Please see the 
upcoming events below: 

• September 6 – Grandparents Day for second grade 
students. 

• September 12 – MPS will host an academic night 
for 2nd and 3rd grade parents. At this event, we will 
be hosting a math and reading session. Please come 
to hear more information regarding how math and 
reading are taught at MPS and how you can be 
involved in helping your child with these subjects.    
- Eric Rigsby, Principal 

Beginning of the Year Edition 



 
 

STEM                                                                                                                                                                   
Our faculty and staff are working hard to incorporate 21st century skills into daily learning. We’ve adopted 
our very own Viking Engineering Design Process (VDEP) for daily instruction, which allows us to transform 
our students into more critical thinkers! In addition, we are preparing for our AdvancED STEM Certification 
review in December. This review ensures that even the most effective educators and programs continually 
assess and improve to meet the needs and demands of the real world. Our school and community are very 
deserving of this acknowledgement; therefore, we are working hard to ensure that we are awarded such a 
distinction.  

New This Year                                                                                                                                                 
This year, we are adding club days to our schedule that will allow students to 
meet with their club sponsors during school, once per month. Aside from our 
regular clubs, our teachers and administrators will sponsor or co-sponsor a 
club to provide another form of advocacy for our students. We are excited to 
add clubs such as the Knitting Club, Harry Potter Club, Fix It Club, and 4H.  

September Events:  
• Tuesday, September 10, 2019: 1st Family Engagement Team 
Meeting (Formerly called Parent Involvement Team) @ 5 pm  
• Wednesday, September 11, 2019: Progress reports go home.  

-Lutis Moore, Principal 

Jasper Jr. High School – off to a great start!  Viking community, we are excited to have our students back 
with us for another year of growth. Our students mean a lot to us and we want to see them continue growing 
academically, socially, and emotionally. We know that our students are at a pivotal time of their lives, and we 
believe it is important to be available for our students during these times. Our house system allows us to be more 
available to our students than ever. With our house system, students are equipped with a family elder (teacher) 
who helps guide them through the highs and lows of being a teen and making good decisions that will help them 
accomplish their goals and fulfill their destinies. We take great pride in seeing our students become successful. 
While we are consistently reviewing data and research to help our students reach their goals, we also know that 
our students are more than a number. We care about the whole student, and in doing so, we believe that this, too, 
will help our students reach their goals. We’re looking forward to an exciting and engaging school year!  

Spin Day 2019                                                                                                                                                           
With that being said, we want to congratulate our new seventh and eighth grade students on selecting their new 
house! Spin Day allowed our returning students to welcome new students into their houses. Houses were able to 
earn points on day 1 through our annual House Tug of War, and House Jeopardy events.  We look forward to 
seeing which house will claim victory for the 2019-2020 school year.  

 



 

Community 
Members 
Making a 
Difference 

 

 

Jasper High School – When Principal Jonathan Allen was asked what family means to him he remarked, “The 
foundational belief for a family is that each member is important; moreover, every member of our family has a 
critical role to play in the selfless function of our family. We serve one another, we love each other, and we 
impact students through learning.” The theme at the beginning of the year meeting for all Jasper City Schools 
was family engagement and building relationships with students and stakeholders for student success.  

The first football game of the season is Thursday, August 22nd (vs Cullman @ Jasper).  We hope all students, 
school families and community members will come out and support our Vikes!  The new turf on our football 
field looks great. Principal Allen said, “This product is something we can feel confident is safe for our students, 
will maintain a consistent playing surface, and give us ample opportunity to practice on the same field that we'll 
play on each Friday night.” – Jonathan Allen, Principal 

#thejaspervikingway 

www.jasper.k12.al.us 
Jasper City Board of 

Education 
110 17th Street W. 
Jasper, AL  35501 

(205)384-6880 

Children at Maddox Intermediate were 
greeted on the first day of school with 
fist bumps and bright smiles from a 
group of men from the Pi Upsilon 
Sigma 1914 chapter of the Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity. The men are part of 
the I Am My Brother's Keeper 
initiative, and they have provided 
mentorship to students in Jasper City 
Schools since 2015 when they were 
then visiting students at West Jasper 
Elementary School. They now visit 
Maddox students one day each week to 
help with schoolwork or simply serve 
as a friend to listen. 

The goal, initially, was to get involved 
to mentor young men in the school 
system. My Brother's Keeper is part of 
a large, national initiative to adopt a 
school and mentor its youth. Thousands 
of schools have been adopted through 
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity across the 
country, in response to former 
President Barack Obama's My Brother's 
Keeper initiative that began in 2014. 

 

http://www.jasper.k12.al.us/
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